
1



About the Planner

 This Story Planner is designed to help you organize your story. All you need to 
get started is a pencil or pen, and a great story idea.

 Once you have a story idea in mind, fill out one planning page at a time. You 
don’t need to fill them out in order. 

 Be sure to read the information on the left side of each page. There you’ll find 
helpful tips to make your writing as strong as it can be.

 Once you’ve competed the planning pages, use the lined pages to write your 
story.  

 Finally, fill out the Acknowledgments and Dedication page at the end of the 
planner.

 When you’re finished, don’t forget to give your story to a friend or family 
member to read. Great stories are always meant to be shared!  
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This Story Planner Belongs to:
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Titles

A great title can draw 
readers to your story.  

Think up a few options 
but remember, 
sometimes it’s hard to 
choose the perfect title 
until you’ve written the 
whole story. 

Short titles are great, 
but long ones can be 
good too. Whatever you 
choose, be sure it’s 
something your readers 
will remember.

Title Ideas:

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________
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Characters

Main Characters are 
important but minor 
characters have a place 
too. Don’t forget about 
them.

If a minor character is 
important to your main 
character, he or she will 
be important to your 
readers also.

Keep it simple. Too many 
characters can be 
confusing. Choose 
different type names so 
your readers won’t mix 
them up with each other!  

List of Characters:

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________
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Character 
Traits

Make your characters 
memorable!

List as many facts as 
you can about each one.

It’s okay to include 
basic facts like hair 
color, but it’s more 
important to list facts 
that make your 
character unique.  

For ex. Adam jumps up 
on chairs when he has 
something important to 
say.

Character’s Name:

_______________________
Traits:

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________
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Character 
Traits

Make your characters 
memorable!

Does Ben rhyme all the 
time? Include that in 
your list of facts.

Does Danielle believe in 
fairy tales? Include it.

Does Grandma Kitty 
wear sparkles in her 
hair? Include that too.

Making characters 
memorable means 
giving them traits that 
your readers won’t 
forget.

Character’s Name:

_______________________
Traits:

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________
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Character 
Traits

Make your characters 
memorable!

Try to make the traits 
different for each 
character. 

The more details you 
include about each 
character, the better 
you will know each one.

If your character feels 
like a real person to 
you, he or she will feel 
like a real person to 
your readers too.

Character’s Name:

_______________________
Traits:

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________
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Character 
Traits

Make your characters 
memorable!

Character traits can be 
based on people you 
know or on something 
totally made up.

Watch and listen to 
people you meet. A trait 
they have may become 
an interesting trait for 
your character.

Character’s Name:

_______________________
Traits:

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________
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Character 
Traits

Make your characters 
memorable!

Even animals can have 
unique characteristics.  

Does your main 
character’s puppy rub 
her paws together when 
she’s tired? Include it.

Does the villain in your 
story have a pet lizard 
who drinks strawberry 
lemonade? Include that 
too.

Character’s Name:

_______________________
Traits:

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________

 _______________________
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Setting

Create a setting for your 
story so real your 
readers will believe it 
really exists.

The setting can set the 
stage for your 
character’s conflict and 
resolution.

The setting should be a 
place that means a lot 
to the main character.

Use descriptions that 
help your readers “see” 
what your characters 
are seeing.

Setting Description:

 _______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________
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Set a Goal

What does your main 
character want? What 
do they hope to achieve 
over the course of the 
story?

Is there something that 
means the world to 
them? Tell your reader 
all about it.

How will the reader 
know that he or she has 
achieved the goal? 
Make sure you write 
about that too.

Goal Description:

 _______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________
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Conflict 

What problem does 
your main character 
need to solve in order to 
reach their goal? 

Who or what is 
standing in your 
character’s way?

What will happen to the 
main character if he or 
she doesn’t solve the 
problem, resolve the 
conflict, and reach the 
goal? 

Conflict Description:

 _______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________
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The End

Will your characters 
live happily ever after?

Will they solve their 
problem? Will they 
reach their goal?

It’s important to give 
your readers a 
satisfying ending. 

Be sure to answer their 
questions and give 
them an ending that 
makes sense for your 
characters.

The Ending Summary:

 _______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________
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Story Title:  _____________________________
Written By:  ______________________          page 1 

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
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I dedicate this 
story to…

Is there someone who 
helped you write this 
story? Did they help 
you research a topic? If 
so, be sure to thank 
them. 

Did someone inspire 
you to write this story? 
Does someone mean a 
lot to you? 

You can dedicate your 
story to as many people 
as you like. It is your
story after all!

Acknowledgements & Dedication:

 _______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

25


